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| Owen, a La'borite member of :
| ‘the "British Parliament” for *
1715 Vears and a leader of the |
. Cooperative Movement, was

afrésted  yesterday on
charges of spying for a for-
1 elgn power.
| .. The Scotland Yard an-
. murrcement %Ict not identify
the foreign power, but other
sources sald it was not the
Soviet Unfon,
Owen, 68 a former coal
~m1ner, was not identified
th leftlst groups in Parlia-
! 6§ He never held _any
' ﬁ Vérﬁfnent offlce or na-
‘Horial” post "in’ the Labor
Party He has been a pérlia-
meritgry backbencher répre-
~genting the northeast Eng-
1lsh constituency of Morpeth
since 1954,
Scaﬂand Yard said Owen
“was™eh rarged under the sec-
e Of{fi(‘,lal Secrets
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Britain’s Pretrial Publicity Ban, ~

R L] )

Obscures Facts in Spy Case

. and even' if they did, the' ST
. LONDON--Thé¢ much-her-' press could not publish it on| THE QUESTION all this’

;alded British achievement, pchalty of contempt. of I,raises in_the mind of aﬂ* .
_of protecting a defendant in’ court. ; . /American reporter here is;-
‘a criminal case from public- © Had Owen felt, however, \whether his own countrymen}

‘ : : X 1d,. i
“ity that might prejudice his “that publication of what i‘ffé“tg’ f:;gghi%gg;.&%ﬁ&gi@

' future trial turns out to be' ‘transpired at his initialinoyon apout the state of.

: _court appearances, where he the country’ ' i
_exacting a not inconsidera was. refused bail and re- g sel:*g,n stgegglllty as thg,l-

' ble price! Publie ignorance, ' manded to jail, would have! 1 . ;
_extended over a lengthy pe- been to his benefit, he couldy b]glﬂfmi,‘;gg t;;e-c'o%l&ﬂtsﬁ"og‘%‘&g
iriod, about public affairs. . have invoked another provii spone the rice in ignor gnce"-:
*. The question of how to re- sion of the law, designed for they are Ppayin g for the '
‘ solve the balance so impor- the -defendant’s protection, ! near-perfect guarantees they |
i3 ‘ . P A it Y.
Cyant in a democratic sociely: and walved the injunction of {have adopted to prevent!
¢ hetween the public’s nced of - nonpublication. In  any { prejudicial publicity !
. “informatjon and the nced ocii" évenit, he did not. i
" the accused for an unbiased’!  The result is to leave the | ;
,jury continucs to plague bar British public without infor-’ iﬁ?i%lis dégcgffsiigﬁ g.llee impih-%
> and’ press and citizenry i mation on what may or may . - Owen ease. th 1 an% n.
L general in the.. Unitcd not be a grave s'eeu,rity’ Times seemed'to eb Ontol"l,;
_ States. . breach committed over an gainino” guon g gten I
+- The British redolved i, or’ gjght.year period. ;Wl'OtC' a 5 ou S.. It
{at least decided it, by " By a  curious paradox,’ e : 1 ) 3
| plumping whole hog for the, Americans  know slightly - hese “accusations con-
- defendant. . more of the circumstances|cern . .. the security of the
. The last loophole in guar-; than the British, ‘because country, the integrity of:
“ anteeing the accused 8 to- cortain information and de- Parliament and perhaps our’ ,
“tally uncontaminated jury: duptions forbidden to be. relations with an unnamedi ' .
- -,was closed in 1967 by a law? puplished in Britain can be ‘Power.. The. . public  must;
C ' parring publication of com- printed,  and have ,been,;'have “proper ' .information}
““mittal (arraignment) hear< across the Atlantic in jour-, 8bout such matters, and in
‘ings in which the govern-. nals that are unlikely to be! the last resort it is the duty.
"ment's accusations are laid: secn by a prospective juror of government. i« :
i,nut, in more or les? detaiill.hl,‘ in London. c : pu‘bllc,op.migp& it
. 'Its effect,. coupled withy = . - . o .
{that of earlier legislation; - THE -BRITISH will not i
i i silencel know the: facts, or even the;
> commanding press ie s : 4
‘on almost everything but; detailed allegations, in the,
the fact of the arrest itself,| Owen case for weeks or per-;
‘means that in most cases an! xhea (iDrS ; months—;—posmblyﬂg
| etrable curtain- ig;inever, o
(illxl?f\:: over any rcal knowl., ~Owen will. appear againé
‘edge until the trial itself, - ! in court next Tuesday. Once’
i The British police usually; again he will probably not,
“do not say even that a sus.i waive the rule of nonpubli-
_pect is being sought or has.cation of what transpires,,
‘heen arrested, and resort in-| Sometime thereafter, possi-;
‘gtead to-such cuphemisms as| bly not until some months,
iug man is helping police in’ have passed, will his case, . |
{their enquiries.” * _ f.come . to trla}. Then, and: .
i ._then. only, will the British; . S
| THE ARREST on Jan. 15 ‘public loarn what it is all . .
'of Willam Owen, a Labor: ghout. - : . ¢
“member of Parliament, and; - Yet ‘possibly -not evexﬁ . 3
his jailing on charges of dis- : then. For, if at some point Co
*elosing seeret information 10 hefore trial the governmesy:
an enemy ls a case in point : drops the charges, or detéery’ ,
on the relative gain and loss " nines . to prosccute o'ﬂyi;
‘from the strict legislation.  some minor or ancillary; o
= Owen's rights to a super- : oncs, the public will stillire.,
sanitary trial are being pro- imain in the dark about the’
‘tected to the utmost.’ - 1 original and more serioug al-s
 The announced chargeis :legations. ' - R
~ “confined to a citation in a‘ ' Sp, also, if Owen decides
.+ passage of the Natlonal Se-; to plead guilty and the accu-d
crets Act that he is accused ' Sations against him are pre-. )

! sented only on paper to the: .
~of violating on various dates‘ judge, ‘out of the attending .

“between Aug. 26, 1061, and pepgrters’ sight, the facts: . '
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